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‘This building is for the patients’
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this location. It’s
being rediscovered.”

— Dr. Lynn Yonge

»Continued from Page 1J

said. “This building is for the
patients,” he said. At his other
office, he found himself apolo-
gizing to patients 8 to 10 times
a day for the parking hassle.
Now, patients can park close
to the front door.

Parking spaces first

In fact, the parking spaces
were designed first and then
the building, according to Ad-
ams. There are 20 spaces in an
area that is required to have
only eight, Adams said. The
building fronts close to Sec-
tion Street and there are no
spaces in the front of the
building. Instead, the spaces
are located all around the
building in an “anti-strip cen-
ter approach, he said.

The lot was small, Yonge
said, “so what made this all
work was having a good archi-
tect that could finesse the
space. We had no room for er-
ror.”

Yonge artist, coliector
Adams designed Yonge's

family home in Fairhope and
knew that Yonge liked the arts-
and-crafts design. Yonge is
also an artist and a collector of
art, particularly art by Ala-
bama artists.

Ats-and-crafts is a simple, al-
most primitive, no-frill design
using lots of solid wood,
square edges and vertical
shapes including long win-
dows. Most of the woods used
in the building are solid pine,
stained or painted, except for
the huge mahogany front door
that features an arched
entryway.

The doctors’ business sign
also carries out the arts-and-
crafts style and was designed
by Yonge and local artist John
Rezner, and includes Rezner's
custom-built pottery as ac-
cents. The sign also doubles
as a mission-style bench seat.

“The sign does not scream
I'm a sign,” Adams said. “And
it's pleasant to look at.”

Other features of the design
include three stacked win-
dows that stretch from the
stairway to the top of the
building. The light fixtures,
casement windows and earth-
tone colors all blend with the
mission-style design. The sec-
ond floor includes staff offices
and the doctor’s private of-
fices, which have baiconies
that overlook Section Street.

The first floor waiting room
features some of Yonge's art
collection.

Setting the mark higher

Yonge said his colleagues
have told him that the new of-
fice “sets the mark a little high-
er. I think it’s just good for
business.” A family medical
practice works well away from
a hospital setting, he said.

“For the routine things we
do, it’s better to be close to
homes and downtown,” he
said. “Simpler is better for us.”
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Most of the weads used in the medical offices of Drs. Lynn Yonge
and Randall L. Hall are solid pine, stained or painted, except for
the huge mahogany front door that features an arched entryway.
Architect Clay Adams of Walcott Adams Verneuille Architects
designed the building to reflect Yonge’s passion for art and
mission-style architecture.



