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Peerless Perspectives

Awcard-winmng designs of 1990 by Mabama architects

BY BETH CREIGHTON

ach year the Alabassa chapter of the Americaa Institute of
Architects condects a jured awands competition to recognize

the outsaanding achievements of s members during the vear

Sclectod for op homors thas year were siy PMOgECts aa uncomimonly
altractive contractoe’s Beld office (forget the trailer), o chaped = the
vales of Meatgomery, a big Baptist church in Troy, an architest™s
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Storefront Studios

Offices of Walcott Adams Vermeullie Architects, Fairhope
Walcett Adams Vernewille Architects, Falrhope

Within the past 13 vears of its operation, Walcott Adams Vernewillc

’ . ’
Architects has prows 1o a 12-perwoe staff, At fing they did business out of &
small building-Jess than | 800 sguare feet-on Fairbope's main street. The

2 Bomen Alsbaxs | Ocsober |99

offxe in Farhope, 2 home on Lake Mantin and the sew wing of The
Children’s Hospetal in Birmingham

The pery for this year's awards was & panel of architects from
Arkaesas. Awanls were prosented at the Alshama chapeer of the
AIA'S banquet in Mady ot the Grand Hotel in Pout Clese, Als



growang archaectoral farm e alwzys hekd 3

stroag belief @ “pracesing nght out 1n froot
of evennbody.” Stniving
pencral public image of
they attcmpted to build a “storefroat” smagpe
by placing sketches and models of therr

) “demysnly” the

IBetr profession

hocal woeks on the windoms of thare office
bran b3

Commanted 1o this pedestrun-onented

cultore bet becoming cromded in their
beubdng, the secbutects went shappuag foe a
larger strect-front space, one they could
redesign 10 express beiter their stoecfronl
1mage

e site they sedacted was o L 300-wquare
er of
ad Section Street, two

thoroughfares in

foot building located on 1he cor
Magnolia Avenuve
central

downtown

Borm-again
Sanctuary

First Baptist Church of Teoy
Peter Wedss, architect, Auburn

When the HH-year-old First Baptist

Church of Troy began 1o have serious

scating peobler 3 decisron Bad to be

made—whether to build a ncw church oe
add o the small Mstoric boslding, which

of the 90O

then could valy scat wp 4o SU
member congregation. In addation o the
wating '.‘nbMt‘nn COnLICEANION members
were faced with stnktural & ulties- e

result of a 1910 aidation 1w the sanctuary

that reonsentod the sreade of the church from

socthsouth 1o castiwest. Dating the rooe

ge structoral columas were

laced between the oniginal sasctuary and

..y n

the additzon, creating a distective division

within the church. Church officials wete

also striving 10 halt the raged detenoration
accelorsed

Whether

members dacadod 1o renovate and add to B

of the church, which was Boir

by a pending drassage problem

charch or select 2 sew kwatson for their
Qnctusry aed congregataon would be a vital
docis100. [n erther cane, the budget was sct
a1t S millscn

Located in the obdest secuon of Troy and
surrounded by a diveraty of 19 and 20th

century homes, the Church Campus was an

clevased cemer of religroa aad history. Foe
this reason church officials and architect
Peter Weiss chose 10 muke renovations and
234 1o the sanctsary

“The program solutn

1 Was 1o roGae thw

e e sanctuary Boagk o its anginal oexn

oo and add a2 382K to B south el
1o encione the open space hetween the sang -
toary and the adolt classroom baildings

said Weirss. Weiss and church officials

Fairbope. With mwore than S0 perecnt of the
buslding froeting the two streets, the new
office was ideally situased to meet the firm’s

d in the 19805, the

necds. Coastruct

building was renovaled m the 19708 when
4 was given a bck fagade thue the architects

believed would make an appropriate
¢

oot OF CONICTIPOEANY INlCnoNs

The design achoeved a woeking ¢nvirce
mecnt that placed all of the majoe rooms on
the vorefront, Acoessible by two doors, one
oa cach strect, 1h¢ Tobdby is inviting for

prospectne chents and cunous podestrans

alike, The coaderence room, localod on B
north side of the daalding, is accessible 1o
e public through a Lirpe sodio window
from whach clients Can view activilics

taking place in the room

Displays moumed m a series of ssagee,
rusticated aiches along the storefronts
provide chents with work samples and other
maternials, Intenor detals incinde French
doors, rounded arched doorw ays, built-in
"

ek stations, a unique ighting scheme and
"Malaga Green™ lighlighes

The storefrom SPACE 00 St Street i
lined with business offices that can be
accessed threugh large French doors. One of
the rooms s a lbeary from which chents are
nety of books and

other materials, The overall effect is a

alkomed tocheck cut ay

relaved atmosphere that encourages clicos

10 b moee comfortable while making their

decivions—as atmasphere that begins on

the street with the firm's storefrost image
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